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history of the British Ccilonies came unluckily just as our
Ministers were in an agony about their untoward Reform
Bill, and since then Sir Edward has been so unwell that I
have as yet been unable to aid you. When we look at the
splendid publications of the Yankees respecting the geology
and natural history of their several governments, it is humi-
liating to be forced to confess that Britain does so little in
this line. I confess that I see little prospect of inducing our
Gfovemment to undertake such a scheme for all our colonies,
though I have hopes that the colonies which specially
called for and paid their geologists and naturalists would be
assisted in any publication by the Imperial Government....

" Just as Trinidad paid half the salary, and the Imperial
Government the other half to the surveyors, so the Colonial
Government Office might be at half the expense of the pub-
lications. Now this is a practical measure as relates to one
colony at a time, and in one region of the world ; but when
you talk of these geologists coming under my control as
principal editor, you have no idea of the labour that this
would entail."

"... You will perceive that I appeal in favour of
a more efficient maritime protection of our long and exposed
sea-board. It is an old hobby of mine, and I cannot yet
divest myself of the apprehension that we have been too
heedless of the increase of power of our Gallican allies in
waters where they have neither colonies nor commerce.
I had a note about the Fiji Islands, but erased it in con-
sequence of some talk with one of the officers of the Austrian
frigate ' Novara.'

" This is my valedictory Geographical Address, the pre-^
paration of which involves too much labour on the part oforeign and Colonial Offices and the Jermynof Great Britain."Director-General, and appointed in April 1867, PSir Henry James and Professor Nicol, as will be
